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An interview with Thomas Woods, Mary Immaculateôs Director 
of Music of seven years.  He can be reached at 972-243-7104, x37, 
or at thomasw@maryimmaculatechurch.org.   
  
What is your background? 
I was born and raised in Fort Worth. I went to St. Andrewôs 
Catholic School and Nolan Catholic High School for a total of (13) 
years of catholic education. While at Nolan, I started going to 

Texas Wesleyan University during my off period, and playing with their jazz 
band on a daily basis. Since I had already spent (2) years of my high school  
career involved at Wesleyan, it was an easy decision for me on where to get my 
degree. I graduated from Texas Wesleyan with a B.A. in Music Performance. 
 
How long have you been at Mary Immaculate as Director of Music 
Ministry?  
I began at Mary Immaculate in 2000 as a substitute pianist at the 12 noon 
Mass. I was already music ministering at St. Ritaôs Catholic Church in Fort 
Worth in the mornings, so Iôd play at the two morning masses there and come 
to Mary Immaculate after that.  The one mass here at Mary Immaculate turned 
into two, which turned into three, until I found myself accompanying the  
majority of the masses. In 2003, I accepted the position of Director of Music 
and have loved every minute of it. 
 
What has been a highlight event or moment for 
you here at Mary Immaculate? 
There have been so many great moments here at Mary 
Immaculate, itôs hard to pinpoint just one. The  
dedication of the new church with the bishop was the 
first thing that came to mind, partially because  
preparing a dedication liturgy is something that not a 
lot of people get to do. The Christmas concerts are 
always great because I get to see people from the 
entire parish coming together for one night for  
something very special to the music ministry. And lastly, I know that Fr  John 
Szatkowskiôs first mass here at Mary Immaculate is going to be incredible! 
 
What song or songs are in the top (5) most requested here at Mary 
Immaculate? 
I would say that On Eagles Wings gets asked for more than any other song. 
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What kind of music do you listen when you are not at work?  
This is one the most frequently asked questions to me, and people are always 
shocked when I say I donôt listen to music most of the time. Iôm always doing 
song arrangements for people or bands, so Iôll spend some time listening to 
whatever the pick of the week is. Sometimes itôs an old Sinatra tune, or the next 
week it could be a Randy Rogers or a Black Eyed Peas song, who knowséI try 
to give my ears a break when I can.  
 
What positions are there within the music ministry, and what are 
the skill requirements of each? 
There are several volunteer opportunities within the music ministry. If you 
would like to sing, no musical background is required. Iôll ask you to match 
pitch and assign you on a vocal part based on your range and sound of your 
voice. Everything else just falls into place. If youôd like to be an instrumentalist, 
some mastery of your instrument is required. Any and all instruments are  
welcome at any mass. We are always in need of people to help with our bake 
sales, which are the major fundraiser for the music ministry. These bake sales 
are what help fund the Christmas Concert and equipment purchases that we 
make throughout the year. 
 
What is your vision for the future of music ministry at Mary  
Immaculate? 
My vision is continued growth and participation from the parish. There are so 
many talented people with the gift of music out there, and each and every one 
of them would add to the ministry.  

As we go forth and begin the summer vacation months, let us 
remember that we should never take a vacation from our 
spiritual and liturgical life.  
 
This summer, as many of us will travel to various places with 
our families, let us make a point to visit the closest parish and 
experience the Mass from a new and different perspective. 
 

I always like to review and read bulletins from other parishes throughout the 
country (or world).  I invite and challenge you to bring me a bulletin from the 
parish where you visit this summer while on your vacation.  
 
As always, I am eager to hear about your experiences at other parishes and 
masses, as I am constantly looking for ways to improve your liturgical  
experience here at Mary Immaculate. 
 
This summer we will have seminarian Paul Iverson staying and working here at 
Mary Immaculate.  Please join me in welcoming him here for the months of 
June and July. 
   God Bless, Fr Michael 
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Rev. John Szatkowskiôs First Mass 
June 6 ð 10:30 am 

Reception ð 11:30 am 
Mary Immaculate Church  

 
 
 

 

June Events  

                  

 
Spirit of Love 

Scholarship Awards Dinner 
Friday ð June 18 

 
Parish Hall 

7:00 ð 10:00 pm 
 
These scholarships, in memory of 
MIS student Rebekah Leah Rivera, 
will be presented this year to MIS 
eighth grader, Francesca Gomez, 
and to alumnae, Laura Mixtacki, 
MIS ó06. 
 
In addition to dinner, an auction will 
be held. For more information, go to 
www.rebekahleahrivera.org.  
 

 
MARY IMMACULATE PARISH 

POOL PARTY 
SATURDAY - JUNE 12 

 
DON SHOWMAN POOL 

14032 HEARTSIDE, FARMERS 
BRANCH 

 6:30  -  8:30 pm 
 

Join us for family fun and fellowship!  
Bring your food and drink (non -
alcoholic) in non -glass containers.  
Meet our visitors, new members and 
other parishioners to renew and form 
new friendships!  
 
The admission is FREE ï but you must 
have  a flyer to ñget inò.  All children 
under the age of 17 must be  
accompanied by an adult. 
 

Sponsored by 
The Welcoming Committee 

 Parents with Young  Children  
 and the Family Life Ministry  

 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 

Mary Immaculate 

Church  

Vacation Bible 

School  

 

SonQuest Rocking 

Rainforest!  

 

Please join us for 

fun and learning!  

 

June 7 - 11  

9:00 am ï 12:30 pm  

$25 per child  

$10per additional  

child  

 

Questions?  

Call Religious Ed 

Ofc  972 - 243 - 7104 

x 33 or x 34  

 

Your children will 

experience an  

adventure camp 

like no other!  

Children have a 

great time singing, 

creating crafts, and 

playing games. But 

most important, 

theyôll learn how 

their lives can be 

transformed by 

Godôs great love for 

them!  

Ordination  - June 5 
10 am 

Cathedral Shrine of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe  

http://www.rebekahleahrivera.org/


Page 4 

On April 28, 2007, the vision that God placed in my heart  
began. Servant of God, John Paul the Great, taught us to be not  
afraid and to evangelize in a  radical way using other mediums 
to reach out to young people. The Shepherdôs Caf® is a response 
to his message in building up the Catholic culture in todayôs 
secular world. 
 
We celebrated our 3-year anniversary on Saturday, April 17. 

Café attendance has doubled since coming to Mary Immaculate in January 
2010, drawing in peopleïyoung and old, single and married, from both the 
Dallas and Ft. Worth Dioceses. To celebrate this exciting anniversary, the Café 
staff planned an outdoors event in the beautiful courtyard, but God had other 
plans. Instead of ñunder the starsò it was more like ñunder the ceiling lightsò 
due to inclement weather, but none the less the evening was beautiful. 
 
Fr. Alfonse Nazarro, LC, was our main presider and exposed Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament, while Br. Francesco Gavazzi and Br. Timothy Sgoutas of 
the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal led us in prayer, praise and worship. Fr. 
Michael Olson and Fr. James Oberle, S.S. from Holy Trinity Seminary  
graciously came to hear confessions. It was inspiring to see so many young  
people gathered on a Saturday night in line to partake in Reconciliation during 
the Holy Hour where many graces were surely poured out. 
 
In honor of the ñYear for 
Priestsò, Holy Trinity  
Seminarians Joseph de 
Orbegozo, Christian 
Mondragon, Michael  
Baynham and Joe Keating 
performed a phenomenal 
jazz set along side  
University of Dallas grad 
students Mark Loyet and 
Chris Kellerman!  Every 
month a different musical 
guest is featured. 
 
Promoting vocations is one piece of our mission, along with promoting Catholic 
culture and serving coffee from impoverished countries to bring awareness to 
poverty around the world, especially in South America. 
 
We hope to continue to touch the souls of those who attend and welcome back 
the lost sheep - all for Godôs glory! We hope you will join us next month. Visit 
www.theshepherdscafe.com for more information.  
 
God bless you, 
 
Yong Oh 

 

June 26  

7 pm  -  8 pm  

Main Church  

Adoration & Praise:  

Led by Franciscan  
Friars of the  

Renewal  

 

8 pm ð10 pm  

Parish Hall  

LIVE Entertaiment:  

Paul Jisung Kim  

vocalist/beatboxer  
 
A night of holy fun 
for young adults to  
meet, mingle and 

network while  
siping on a cup of 
coffee.  The event is 
open to all, so bring 
your family and 

friends (minors 
must be with parent 

or guardian).  
 
Donations are  
appreciated to help 
continue to support 
this ministry.  

http://www.theshepherdscafe.com
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RCIA ï The Beginning of something very wonderful!  A year ago this summer, 
a group of adults came together to learn about their faith.  Their goal?   
Becoming Catholic.  This Easter, after almost a year of preparation through the 
RCIA program, they each became full members of the Catholic Church, 
celebrating the Sacraments of Initiation.  What is RCIA?  What is a Sacrament? 
Well, in a nutshell:  
 
Rite ï formal prayers and liturgies of the church  
Christian ï followers or disciples of Jesus Christ 
Initiation ï a way of becoming a part of  a group 
Adults ï for those over the age of reason 
 
The Sacraments of Initiation are Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist.  
The Sacraments are rites that celebrate Godôs work in our lives through the use 
of symbols.  
 
Mary Immaculate will start new RCIA sessions this October 3. If you think you 
may be interested in attending, why not attend one of our Inquiry sessions 
first?  Inquiry begins informally any time someone comes to the church with 
questions. We will have Sunday morning Inquiry on June 27th, July 25 and 
August 15 beginning at 8:30 a.m. each of those days.   You can come to one or 
all of these sessions and have your questions answered. If you are over the age 
of 18 and are interested in preparing to celebrate any of these sacraments, 
please call Beth Crouch at 972-243-7104, x46. 

RCIA Inquiry  

 

Every first  

Sunday of the 
month is  

Donut Sunday!  

 
Donuts will be 

served in the 

Church Conf Room 

after these 

masses.  Everyone 

is invited!  

 

June 6  
-  after 7:30 mass  

 

July 4  
-  after 7:30 and  

  10:30 masses  

 

August 1  
-  after 7:30 and  

  10:30 masses  

 

September 5  
-  after 7:30 and  

  10:30 masses  

 

 

Welcoming  

Committee  

Notice  

Bishop J. Douglas Deshotel 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Dallas 

 
Special Mass for  Persons with 

Disabilities  and Caregivers 
Mary Immaculate Catholic Church 

June 26ð5 pm 
The Mass will be interpreted in sign 

language. 
 

The Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick will be celebrated within the 
Mass. 
 

  

Reminders for June: 
 
June 5:    Rev. Szatkowskiôs Ordination 
 
June 6:    Rev. Szatkowskiôs First Mass 
 
June 6:    First Sunday Donuts 
 
June 7-11:  Vacation Bible School 
 
June 12:   Parish Pool Party 
 
June 18:  Rebekah Rivera Dinner 
 
June 26:  The Shepherdôs Caf® 
 
June 26: Special Mass for Persons 
                 w/Disabilities & Caregivers  
 
June 27:  RCIA Inquiry  
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AIDS Services of Dallas   
provides medical supportive  
housing to low-income persons 
living with HIV/AIDS. Operating 
four Special Care Facilities 
licensed by the Texas Dept. of 

Health, ASDôs goal is to provide a healthy  
environment in a mutually supportive household for 
People Living With AIDS.  
 
The largest volunteer support ASD receives comes 
through SUPPER CLUB. The Supper Club has been 
in existence since the opening of ASDôs first facility, 
A Place for Us, in 1987. Supper Club is a cadre of 
more than 60 religious, social and civic organiza-
tions that provide hot, nutritious meals to ASD  
residents nearly every night of the month. In  
addition to sharing home cooked-meals, social  
interaction is also an important benefit.  
 
The Mary Immaculate Supper Club is Ewing 
House, located at 731 N. Ewing St., Dallas TX  
75203, and serves meals there on the first 
Wednesday and the 5th Sunday of the month. 
 

Community Service:  Aids Supper Club  

Family Life:  Bereavement Group  
The Bereavement Ministry of Mary Immaculate coordinates efforts to care for those who 
are working through grief following the death of a loved one.  The New Day Program (8 week 
session) is designed to help each person work through the tasks of grief in an atmosphere of  
caring and understanding. Support from others who have experienced similar situations is one 
of the most helpful ways to move beyond the pain of grief towards healing. The number of  
participants is limited in order to create a supportive environment for each person.  The New 

Day program is offered twice a year. 
 
Monthly Bereavement meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 7 pm 
in the parish conference room. Jeanette Fey (972-242-1305) facilitates these informal 
gatherings. 
 
Our ministry provides a meal for the family on the day of the funeral. The reception is 
hosted in our parish hall and the meal is provided by volunteers from our parish. Our 
ministry has four teams of volunteers, each team is assigned three months of the year. 
This allows volunteers to have items on hand during the month they are assigned. We usually only have a day 
or two to organize the meal. We also need volunteers to serve at the reception the day of the funeral. Jill  
Haden (972-484-3265) is the coordinator of the volunteers.  
 
If you are interested in volunteering with either of these areas or would like to make a monetary donation to 
help defray the cost of the funeral receptions, please contact Jeanette, Jill or Priscilla Mahaffey at  
972-243-7104, x26. 

ñBlessed are 

they who mourn 

for they will be 

comforted.ò  

 

Matthew 5:4  

Volunteers then deliver the food to the Ewing House 
and serve it to the residents.  The parish  
provides the paper products, but all the food is 
provided by the volunteers. 
 
Once a year, a Mary  
Immaculate School 
Community Service project 
is filling the ñgrooming  
closetsò at ASD.  They 
provide toiletries and paper 
goods for the four 
residences.  If you are 
interested in joining the  
Supper Club ministry as a cook or as a driver, or 
would like to contribute paper goods (paper plates, 
plastic ware, cups or napkins), or make a monetary 
donation, please contact Kathy Gallina at  
972-418-9012 or Priscilla Mahaffey at 972-243-7104, 
x26.  

ñAmen, I say to 

you, whatever 

you did for one 

of these least 

brothers of 

mine, you did 

for me.ò                                              

                    

Matthew 25:40  
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My name is Maria Velazquez, and I currently attend Creek-
view High School in Carrollton, where I will be a 10th grader 
in the Fall.  I am also a Confirmation student at Mary  
Immaculate.  Being involved with Mary Immaculate Church is 
a very exciting feeling, because itõs a great way to meet great 
friends, to serve, to have fun, but most importantly, because it 
has helped me to build a more personal relationship with the 
Lord.   I like to serve and learn more about God.  My favorite 

lesson from Confirmation class was when we learned about the seven gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. The gift that I can relate to most is courage.  I give thanks to 
the Lord for giving me such a wonderful life!  

Youth Ministry  

Bishopôs Dinner 
 
 Several Mary Immaculate  
parishioners were among the 2,350 
people who attended The Bishopôs 
17th Annual Catholic Pro-Life 
Dinner on April 10 in Dallas.   We 
heard inspiring talks by Daniel  
Cardinal DiNardo, Chairman of the 
USCCB Committee on Pro-Life 
Activities, and Abby Johnson, a 
former Planned Parenthood Clinic Director, who resigned last year after seeing 
an ultrasound image of a baby. 

Pray the Rosary:  

 
Most Saturday  

after 8 am mass, 

a group prays the 

Rosary in the 

church, while  

another group 

gathers in the 

Narthex and then 

drives to a local 

abortion center to 

pray the Rosary.  

 

Start your  

Saturdays on the 

right foot this 

summer with 

Mass and the  

Rosary!  

 

 

Out and About  

First Holy Communions 

Congratulations, 

Sonia Dimas, on 

your graduation 

from the Catholic 

Biblical School at 

the University of 

Dallas!   



2800 Valwood Pkwy.  

Farmers Branch, TX  

75234  

In early April, the Catholic Foundation  
announced a generous grant of $20,000 
towards the renovation of our Parish Hall.  
Holly Kerr, MIS Director of  Development, 
and Mel Schraufnagel, Facilities Manager, 
led the grant writing efforts, and now are 
tasked with follow through on the project.  
Plans are to begin the renovation work in  
the Parish Hall over the summer.  

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Out and About  

972 - 243 - 7104  

Mary Immaculate 

Parish Newsletter  

www.maryimmaculatechurch.org  

Ed Schaffler, President and CEO of 
the Catholic Foundation, and  
Jennifer  Staubach Gates, Board of 
Trustee member, present the grant 
to Fr. Michael and Holly Kerr.  

If you would like 

to donate time, 

talent or treasure 

to the project, 

your gift would be 

greatly appreci-

ated. Currently we 

are researching 

and submitting 

grants for science, 

technology and 

our library.  

If you have leads 

on any grants for 

these areas, 

please contact 

Holly Kerr in the 

Development  

Office at:  

 
hkerr@mischool.org  

 

972 -  243 - 7105 

x20.  

MI Parish Receives Grant of $20,000  

 

 

Msgr Andy Sagra  celebrates his 
45th Anniversary in style! Farewell to Edwin  ð 

Thank you for serving us  
during your Pastoral Year! 
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