Bishop’s Annual Appeal: 2010

I. Introduction

A. Once again we come to that time of year where we are invited by the Bishop to assist him in his ministry to people of our Diocese.

B. The Bishop’s Annual Appeal is conducted this time each year to coincide with the upcoming Lenten Season.

C. As you know, the three pillars of Lent are: Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving.

D. We will all have the opportunity to deepen our prayer life this Lent with our upcoming Mission, Reconciliation Service and Friday Stations of the Cross.

E. We will have the opportunity to practice self-discipline by fasting and abstaining from meat on Fridays this Lent.

F. Finally, with the Bishop’s Appeal, we are given the opportunity to join the rest of our Catholic brothers and sisters in the diocese and commit to the practice of almsgiving by pledging to the Annual Appeal next weekend.

II. Parish Overview:

A. First, though, let me give you all a brief overview of what our parish goal was last year and how we faired, and what the goal is this year and how I hope we will do.

B. Last year our parish goal was $116,000 and the goal remains the same for this year.  Last year we exceeded that goal by pledging $143,000 which was $27,000 over goal or 123%.  Out of those pledges, the bishop actually received $122,000 or 85% of the pledge amount and 105% of the goal.
C. That is just remarkable especially when you consider the tough economic climate that we are in.  This demonstrates your commitment to supporting the bishop and his ministry as well as it is a testament to your generosity.

D. Now, I don’t want to over saturate you with numbers but there is one more numerical comparison I wish to present to you:

· We are the sixth largest parish in the Diocese in terms of Mass attendance.  That’s out of about 75 parishes in the Diocese.

· Our parish was THIRD in the number of parishioners who participated in last year’s Appeal!  This is phenomenal and is something we can be proud of.

· In case you’re wondering who was first and second: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Plano had 1,225 participants and St. Ann in Coppell had 927 participants.  Both of those parishes, however, have a larger Mass attendance on Sunday than we do.

· So, your participation in the Appeal last year was great and I thank you for your involvement in this important activity in our Diocese.

III. 2010 Appeal:

A. The theme of this year’s appeal is: “Love as I have Loved You” taken from Matthew’s Gospel.

B. Today’s second reading from Corinthians is St. Paul’s ode to love.  Paul tells us what love is and what it isn’t.

C. The gist of his message is this: Love is generative, that is, love is giving…it focuses on the other, not on self.  Finally, Paul exclaims that the greatest of the theological virtues of Faith, Hope and Love, is LOVE.
D. Next week we will have an opportunity to share in the great act of love that constitutes the Bishop’s Annual Appeal.

E. The Appeal isn’t made each year in order to build up the coffers of the church!  The Appeal is made to fund the many activities and programs of love that minister to so many people in our Diocese.

F. You’ll notice in your pew a brochure that highlights the many programs that the Appeal funds each year from your paid pledge.

G. In a nut shell:

· a fourth goes to Catholic Ministries, such as Marriage Ministries, Youth Ministry, etc.

· a fourth goes to Catholic Education, specifically to assist underprivileged children receive a Catholic Education

· 12 % goes to Social Services and Catholic Charities, like the Brady Center, etc.

· And finally 40% goes to support our Priests, Deacons and Seminarians.  We are blessed to have Edwin here this year on his Pastoral Year.  Without the funds from the Appeal, he would personally have to cover the cost of his education which will run into a couple of hundred thousand dollars when it’s all said and done.  That’s one reason why I’m so grateful to the generosity of those who pledge to the Appeal because I would not be standing here before you as your priest without the financial assistance the Appeal provided for my own formation to the priesthood.
IV. Conclusion:

A. Let me close by first of all thanking you once again for your constant generosity.

B. Last year 871 of you decided to participate in the Appeal:  thank you to each of you.

C. I ask you now, once again, to sincerely pray about participating again in this year’s campaign and either pledging the same amount as last year or maybe even a little more if you can.

D. If you were not one of the 871 who participated, I ask that you please prayerfully consider doing so.  It is a worthy campaign and if you read the Texas Catholic article about our parish’s own little 8 year old Maddie who last year sent the Bishop $5.00 from her piggy bank in order to be a part of the Appeal, you know that it’s not the amount of money you give but it’s about the amount of love in your heart with which you give.

E. God bless you all and we’ll do the actual pledge cards next week, so please don’t skip Mass next week!
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